Olympus DS-30, DS-40 and DS-50 Digital Voice Recorders

I have been exploring the features and quality of the Olympus DS-40 Digital Voice Recorder and I have very good news.  Not only are these recorders accessible for the visually impaired due to the built-in voice prompts, and the software is accessible with screen readers; but they can also function as a player for the Unabridged Audio books from Overdrive!

Below is the pricing from the Olympus web site:

DS-30 Digital Voice Recorder Estimated Street Price: $149.99 (US)

DS-40 Digital Voice Recorder Estimated Street Price: $199.99 (US)

DS-50 Digital Voice Recorder Estimated Street Price: $249.99 (US)

Amazon.com sells some of them for about $40 to $50 less than that.  I was able to get the DS-40 through the OfficeMax catalog for $152.36.
Here is information from the manual on the recording capasity and battery life for each model:

Recording time

DS-50: 1 GB

STEREO XQ mode: 17 hours 30 minutes 
STEREO HQ mode: 35 hours 10 minutes 
HQ mode: 70 hours 20 minutes
SP mode: 138 hours 30 minutes
LP mode: 275 hours 20 minutes

DS-40: 512 MB

STEREO XQ mode: 8 hours 40 minutes 
STEREO HQ mode: 17 hours 20 minutes 
HQ mode: 34 hours 45 minutes

SP mode: 68 hours 30 minutes

LP mode: 136 hours 15 minutes

DS-30: 256 MB

STEREO XQ mode: 4 hours 10 minutes 
STEREO HQ mode: 8 hours 30 minutes 
HQ mode: 17 hours 00 minutes

SP mode: 33 hours 30 minutes

LP mode: 66 hours 40 minutes

Maximum recording time per file

Stereo XQ mode:
26hours40minutes

Sereo HQ mode:
26hours40minutes

HQ mode:
26hours40minutes

SP mode:
53hours40minutes

LP mode:
148hours40minutes

A maximum recording time per file is set for each mode.  Even if the recorder's memory is not used up, recording cannot be continued beyond the limit.

Alkaline battery life

Recording:

STEREO XQ mode: Approx.  20 hours

STEREO HQ mode: Approx.  22 hours

HQ mode: Approx.  24 hours

SP mode: Approx.  28 hours

LP mode: Approx.  32 hours

Playback: (All mode)

Speaker playback: Approx.  12 hours 
Earphone playback: Approx.  26 hours

Ni-MH Rechargeable Battery (BR-401) life Recording:

STEREO XQ mode: Approx.  15 hours 
STEREO HQ mode: Approx.  16 hours 
HQ mode: Approx.  18 hours

SP mode: Approx.  21 hours

LP mode: Approx.  22 hours 
Playback: (All mode)

Speaker playback: Approx.  9 hours 
Earphone playback: Approx.  20 hours

(The DS-50 also includes a carrying case and a remote control microphone.  It may also include the AC adapter.)

The carrying case and AC adapter can be purchased for the others.  The carrying case is model "CS113," and the AC Adapter is model "A321."
They all will play the Audible.com books as well as the Unabridged Audio books from Overdrive.

They all will play MP3 files and it has a special folder for Podcasts.  The software that comes with it has an easy-to-use Podcast feature that will down load your Podcast directly to the device.

They all have the ability to speed up or slow down the playback.  Slowest is half-speed, the fastest is 1.5 times.

The only areas the voice prompts do not help are setting the clock or any of the timer related features and identifying specific files.  However, the clock can be set through the software.

The device is about 4.5 inches long, 1.5 inches wide and about 5/8 inches thick.

This is one main-stream device that is extremely accessible.

For more information about the features, you can find it on the Olympus web site: www.olympusamerica.com
